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%ot Boy Reviewed

Student shorts can be a real drag. I've watched more than my share and guite often it is the
bination of pretense and amateurism (not unlike this publication). I have to watch hundreds o
1 every year at various festivals and somehow I've even learned to love the bad ones on some lev
mountain of debris left behind while digging for gems doesn 't bother me when I manage to fin
zing piece.

And Robot Boy is an amazing piece.

Robot Boy is the story of a pair of parents who decide to have a child, but to keep him in the
er order that they lead their lives, they add robot parts. The Robot Boy grows up, befriends a 3
named Molly, and the two of them build a rocket ship. That's the basic story, but the film is fa
e than that.

With a story like this, and likely with limited funds, director Ted Passon took the Expressior
e, with sets and props made of painted cardboard and duct tape. Never once did I question it v
‘ocket ship, made of cardboard and painted Tempura Yellow, began to take off. The moon in t
is a cartoon moon. The low-tech feel comes across everywhere, including in the perfect setf of
tantly low-fi songs by Kimya Dawson and Adam Green. The accoustic guitar and vocals conce
ers the film's emotional tone while still managing to play with the aesthetic.

This is a film of amazing depth and beauty. From the beautiful Cinematography of Johnat
qnberg to actress Molly Mclntyre managing to pull off the 900 of acting, pure childhood innoc
mntire film is well beyond anything studios have released in the SF genre in years.
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